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The Gospel for the Gentiles

Chapter 1: The Beginning of the Gospel

1. Introduction. 

· Written by “John Mark” – Acts 12:12  -- Why is it then called simply the Gospel of “Mark?”

· John was an unusual Jewish name, yet three great men are named “John” – who do you think John Mark was named after?  

· This Gospel differs from the others in that it is shorter and it skips the genealogies and some of the parables that give Matthew and Luke more of a Jewish character

· And because John Mark would be a missionary eventually – one who went on an aborted early journey but later follows Paul to more exotic places – this Gospel was believed to have been written specifically for the Gentiles -- Acts 13:4-5, 2 Timothy 4:11
2. The Early Ministry of Christ

· Mark 1:1-5 – Note: John the Baptist’s ministry is the beginning of whose Gospel?

· This is important because of the prophecy in Malachi and Isaiah about the messenger – the messenger is not the Messiah! 

· Mark 1:6-8 – Mark seems to be fascinated by John’s description in vs. 6, why might this be?

· What is the difference between the ministry of John the Baptist and Jesus Christ?

· What kind of Baptism was John’s? 

· Water Baptism was the most important characteristic of John the Baptist’s ministry -- This seems to suggest that one of the most important aspects of the Christian Life is what?  Acts 1:8
· Mark 1:9-11 – Jesus himself is baptized – Why?  Matthew 3:13-15
· Jesus is also baptized here in the Holy Spirit according to Acts 10:36-38 – Why?

· Mark 1:12-15 – Note the first sermon Jesus preaches – what is it about?

· Mark 1:16-20, 21-28 – The emphasis on “fishers of men” would be important to a missionary.

· Discuss Jesus’ authority – Where did it come from? Matthew 28:18
· How did it help Him cast out a demon? Why would this be important to a Gentile?

· Mark 1:29-31 – Why is this detail important to us Gentiles?

· Mark 1:32-34, 35-39 – What makes Jesus different from other famous religious figures?

· Mark 1:40-42, 43-45 – What about this leper story is so important for our faith to work?

· Why does this man need to go to the priest? Leviticus 14:1-9
· Why did Jesus tell people at this point in His ministry to NOT “proclaim” this “freely?”
3. Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 2: A Rabbi unlike any other
1. Review. 

· Who is Mark? 
· What is the key difference between the ministry of John and the ministry of the Messiah?  

· Why did Jesus get baptized?

· What was Jesus’ first sermon message?
· What about the way Jesus spoke made him different from other teachers?

· Why did Jesus instruct the leper to show himself to the priests?

· Why did Jesus instruct the leper to not tell everyone else about his healing?

2. A Different Kind of Ministry

· Mark 2:1-2 – Do you know where Capernaum is?  

· What can be said about Jesus’ ministry at this time? 
· Notice: Is Jesus a teacher or a preacher?

· Mark 2:3-7 – Uh, oh, what is the big mistake of these scribes?  John 2:24-25
· Mark 2:8-12 – How is Jesus “indirectly” proving to people that He is the Messiah?
· Jesus never comes out and says exactly, “I am God.” Instead, how does He prove His Divinity?

· Luke 4:16-21, Matthew 11:2-6
· Mark 2:13-17 – Who is Levi? Matthew 9:9 
· What is Jesus’ point in verse 17?

· Mark 2:18-20 – Explain Jesus’ answer in verses 19-20
· Mark 2:21-22 – Explain the point of this illustration. What are the wineskins?  What is the wine? 
· Mark 2:23-26, 27-28 – What was Jesus’ overall attitude toward the Sabbath? 
· How was this used against Him? Luke 13:10-16, Luke 14:1-4
· Believe it or not, this issue of the Sabbath would become among the most contentious of Jesus’ ministry. Discuss how this might have led the early Christians to disregard the Jewish Sabbath.  
3. Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 3: Expansion

1. Review. 

· Who is Mark? 

· Give an example in Mark 2 of Jesus reading people’s minds.

· Who is Levi? Why is his testimony so awesome?
· How did the Pharisees use Levi’s testimony against Jesus?

· What controversy was raised by Jesus’ disciples on the Sabbath?

· Explain what Jesus meant by saying He was Lord of the Sabbath.

2. Detractors, Demons, Devotees and Disciples

· Mark 3:1-4 – What is the great controversy? How does Jesus boil down the issue in vs. 4?

· Mark 3:5-6 – Does Jesus purposely provoke his opponents here? Explain your answer.

· What is it that the Pharisees want to do because of this miracle?

· What is ironic about the alliance described in vs. 6? Luke 23:12 – Can you think of any other groups who are normally enemies except when it comes to persecuting Bible Believing Christians or Jews?  This will help you understand the parable in Mark 3:23-27.
· Mark 3:7-8 – Where does Jesus’ ministry begin? Why is this significant? Isaiah 9:1-2

· Where is Idumea? Are there any Idumeans in the New Testament?  
· What other modern country do some of Jesus’ followers come from?  
· Mark 3:9-12 – Note the use of the small boat. What is its function?
· Why were demons commanded not to make Him known?  John 14:11
· Mark 3:13-19 – Who called the disciples? What is the responsibility of the called one? 2 Peter 1:10
· What was the specific job of the Twelve listed here? 

· Name confusions – Consider how people have “different names.” It’s not an error in the Bible; nor an excuse to be confused – do the research!

· Matthew = Levi; Thaddeus = Jude (or Judas; a form of Judah, the most common name in New Testament Judea); Bartholomew = Nathaneal (friend of Philip); Simon = Simon Peter or just Peter; The Other Simon = Zelotes, Zealot, Canaanite or Canaanean

· Mark 3:20-22 – This is a common problem even today, unbelievers calling believers who evangelize “crazy” – Jeremiah 29:24-26, 32
· Do you know what Beelzebub means?

· This is among the most deadly sins a person can commit – calling evil good and good evil – by referring to God’s Holy Spirit working as a devilish, demonic or evil

· Mark 3:23-30 – Is Satan’s Kingdom divided or unified? What does that say about Satan’s Kingdom?

· Discuss this “blasphemy against the Holy Spirit” business; Matthew 12:30-32  

· Mark 3:31-35 – Why doesn’t Jesus stop preaching here and visit His family?

· Who does Jesus say His “family” is?

3. Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 4: Do you get it?
1. Review. 

· Who is Mark? 

· What great controversy caused Jesus to get in trouble with the Pharisees?

· What were the disciples called to do? 

· Why does it appear that the different gospels have different names for the 12 Apostles? Is this a contradiction in the Word of God?

· What does it mean to blaspheme the Holy Spirit? What did the Pharisees say that led Jesus to accuse them of blaspheming the Holy Spirit?

· Who is Jesus’ “true family?”

2. Sowers and Seed

· Mark 4:1 – Why did Jesus like to preach in this setting (by the sea)?

· Mark 4:2-3, 4, 5-6, 7, 8, 9 – What does Jesus’ remark in vs. 9 suggest?                                                 1 Corinthians 2:10-14
· Mark 4:10-12 – Why do you think Jesus would make the gospel “harder” to understand than it already is by using parables? What is He trying to do?

· Why is Jesus using this particular parable as an example to explain the purpose of parables in His ministry? Hint: Think, what is the seed?
· Mark 4:13-14, 15-17, 18-19, 20 – What does verse 20 suggest about a Christian worker’s fruitfulness? John 15:8
· Mark 4:21-23 – compare to Matthew 5:14-16, Matthew 10:26-27
· Mark 4:24-25 – This theme is found in other Gospels:  Matthew 25:29  Explain it
· Mark 4:26-27 – Explain: What is the seed? Who is “the man?” Why does he not know how it grows? 1 Corinthians 3:7-9
· Mark 4:28-29 – Explain: What is this harvest?  Matthew 13:30, 37-43
· Mark 4:30-32, 33-34 – The UNHEALTHY growth of the church (Discuss) Matthew 13:33
· When you put this in context of the rest of the chapter it suggests that the unhealthy growth of the Church World would be due to people who were “in the church” but who really did not “get it” – sound familiar?
· Mark 4:35-41 – Why is this story so important given that Jesus would not personally admit He was the Messiah but wanted the Holy Spirit to reveal it to people? Psalm 107:28-29
· Again, the theme of the chapter; do you really “get” who Jesus Christ is?
3. Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 5: Power Evangelism in Action

1. Review. 

· Who is Mark? 

· Why did Jesus speak in parables?

· In the parable of the sower, what is the seed?

· What happens when the seed lands on stony ground?

· Explain what was meant by the seed that grows up but gets choked by the thorns.

· What is produced by the seed that takes root and flourishes?

· How is the story of Jesus calming the storm a fulfillment of prophecy?

2. Demons and Diseases

· Mark 5:1 – Gadera is located on the eastern side of the Sea of Galilee, opposite Capernaum. 
· Mark 5:2-4, 5-6, 7-10, 11-14 – What modern sin condition mimics this man’s condition? Why is that? 

· What does it mean when this man says his name is “Legion?”

· Why did this still-demon possessed man worship Jesus in vs. 6? Philippians 2:10
· What is ironic about this herd of swine here? Hint: What does it say about the people of Gadera? 

· Why do the demons want to enter into the swine? Why swine? 
· Why did the swine commit suicide?

· Mark 5:15-17, 18-20 – Why would the people in the surrounding area want Jesus to depart from there? What is ironic (even hypocritical) about their thinking?
· Why does Jesus tell him to stay in his home area instead of going with Him?

· Do you know what Decapolis means?  
· How does this episode fulfill Messianic scripture? Psalm 107:10-16
· Mark 5:21-24 – Contrast these verses with the previous story. How are these people different? Remember, Capernaum was Jesus’ base of operation at this time.
· Mark 5:25-29 – What does it mean, “she had suffered many things from many physicians?” Luke 8:43
· She doesn’t actually touch Jesus, what did she touch? Why did she get healed? 

· Mark 5:30-34 – What was Jesus trying to get her to do by asking who touched Him? This is called a rhetorical question, a question often asked by our omniscient God! 

· Mark 5:35-40 – Note vs. 36, why does He say, “Do not be afraid?”                        Psalm 27:13-14    Romans 8:31
· Note vs. 37 and 40 – Why this restriction?
· Mark 5:41-43 – This command is given to other recipients of healing in previous chapters. What was the reason behind it and was it usually obeyed?
3. Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 6: Multiplication Ministry
1. Review. 

· Discuss the identity and character of the author of the Gospel of Mark. 

· What was wrong with the Gadarene man? 

· How did Jesus handle this man’s condition?
· Why did the people beg Jesus to leave? 

· Why did Jesus tell the man to stay in Decapolis after he was set free?
· Why was the woman healed when she touched the hem of Jesus’ garment?

· Why did Jesus only allow certain people to be present at the healing of the synagogue leader’s daughter?

2. Feeding People the Word 
· Mark 6:1-3, 4-6 – Where do the events of this scene take place?

· What surprises you about verses 3 and 5?

· Explain Jesus’ words in vs. 4. Can you relate them to your own experience?
· Mark 6:7-13 – What do we call this in our church? Also note: Their authority
· What message does He tell them to preach?

· What evidence can you give that tells us they probably were not well received?

· Don’t believe the compromising “Christian” critics that tell you that Jesus’ and his methods were different or more effective or more popular than the ones we use. Real evangelism is always despised by the world and particularly “cool” compromising “Christians” (false brethren). 1 Corinthians 1:18, 2 Timothy 3:12
· Mark 6:14-16, 17-20 – Herod has some issues here, what are they?

· Mark 6:21-26, 27-29 – Why did Herod “fear John?” 
· Mark 6:30-32, 33-34, 35-38, 39-40 – Jesus is tired, so why does he feel compelled to teach these people late into the night?

· Note vs. 37-38 – Why does Jesus tell the disciples to give the people something to eat? Luke 6:38, Mark 6:41-44  Keep in mind Jesus’ words: John 6:47-51   
· Mark 6:45-50, 51-52 – What does vs. 52 mean? Remember John 6:47-48 and realize that the words of John 6 are spoken AFTER the same events of multiplied loaves and walking on the sea in the storm. 

· This is a repeat of the events in Mark 4:35-41 but with a few important differences. Can you see them? Why is Jesus making the disciples re-learn the same lesson again and again? What is that lesson? John 14:9-11
· Jesus didn’t TELL people who He was; rather, He SHOWED people by His ACTIONS! So should we: Matthew 7:20
· Mark 6:53-56 – So is it Jesus’ message or His miracles that is drawing the crowd? This is the problem of our generation: Matthew 12:38-39    
3. Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 7: Tradition versus Grace

1. Review. 

· Discuss the identity and character of the author of the Gospel of Mark. 

· Who was the Gospel of Mark written for? 

· Who were Jesus’ brothers?

· When the disciples went on outreach, what message did they proclaim?

· How do we know that Jesus expected them to meet a lot of resistance? 

· Why did Herod have a guilty conscience and think Jesus was John the Baptist’s ghost?  What was Herod’s character flaw?
· When the multitude grew hungry, what did Jesus tell the disciples to do?

· What did the multiplying of the loaves and fishes reveal about Jesus’ identity?

· What event is repeated to reinforce this lesson near the end of chapter 6?
· Was it Jesus’ message or His miracles that made him popular?

2. The Stubbornness of the Jewish Traditionalists 

· Mark 7:1-4 – Keep in mind, Mark’s Gospel was written for a specific audience. Why does Mark need to explain the Jewish tradition in verse 3?                                                         Leviticus 22:6  Hebrews 9:9-10 John 13:8-11
· Mark 7:5-8, 9-13 – Can you think of any Christian “traditions” that actually produce the fruit of disobedience or obscure true worship?
· Mark 7:14-16, 17-23 – How does that go along with modern thinking?                             Compare to Jeremiah 17:9-10  Proverbs 20:9  Proverbs 28:26
· Mark 7:24-30 – Where does this story take place? 

· After the events of verses 1-23, why might Jesus have gone to this place?

· What do you think of Jesus’ words to this Greek woman? What is His intent?

· How does her statement in verse 28 result in her daughter’s deliverance?                                      Mark 5:34  Romans 10:10
· Mark 7:31-34, 35-37 – What do you think of Jesus’ method here?                                          What does it teach us about God’s methods?  1 Corinthians 1:25
3. Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 8: Taking Up Our Cross
1. Review. 

· Who wrote the Gospel of Mark and for whom was it written? 

· What were Jesus’ disciples not doing that the Pharisees found fault about?
· What did Jesus tell them about their traditions?

· Where did these traditions come from?

· What did Jesus say about the human heart, our own heart?

· How was Jesus’ manner toward the Greek Syro-Phoenician Woman?

· What was wrong with her daughter?

· How did she respond to Jesus’ words and when was her daughter healed?

· Why did Jesus treat her that way?  
2. The Revelation of Who Jesus Is
· Mark 8:1-3, 4-5, 6-10 – Where did we see this happen before in Mark’s gospel?
· How is it different this time?

· Is Jesus trying to make a point? If so, what might it be? John 6:45, 48-51
· Mark 8:11-12 – What does Jesus call a generation that seeks signs? Matthew 12:39

· Compare Mark 8 to John 6:30-33 –Again, what is Jesus’ point?  Philippians 4:19
· Mark 8:13-15 – Think about what we just learned. Now when Jesus goes from that to talking about the leaven of the Pharisees and Herod, what comparison is He trying to make?             John 10:10 – Does that comparison seem clear to you? 

· Mark 8:16-18, 19, 20, 21 – What appears to be their problem?
· Mark 8:22-26 – What two things strike you about this miracle of healing? 

· Jesus’ purpose was to reinforce the previous lesson once again: Psalm 146:8
· Now comes the key moment in the chapter and in Mark’s Gospel – everything Jesus has been doing has been designed to prepare the hearts of His disciples for this one moment and one essential question:  Mark 8:27
· Watch how they answer: Mark 8:28 -- Where do you suppose they got those answers?
· Now Jesus digs deep, He is trying to make them THINK for themselves: Mark 8:29
· Mark 8:30 – Why would Jesus do this?  John 14:8-11

· Mark 8:31-33 – What is Peter’s problem now?
· Mark 8:34-35, 36-38 – What does Jesus mean by us “taking up our cross?” Romans 12:1          
· Consider 1 Corinthians 1:18 – What does it mean to “preach the cross?”

· 2 Timothy 3:12 – “who live Godly”

3. Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 9: Mountaintop Experience(s)
1. Review. 

· Who wrote the Gospel of Mark? What happened to this writer on the first missionary journey of Paul and Barnabas?  Did he ever recover from that episode? 
· What lesson was Jesus trying to teach His disciples in the multiplying of loaves and fishes?

· How many times did Jesus need to pray for the blind man in Bethsaida to receive his sight?

· What event and revelation was the climax of Chapter 8?

· What does it mean that we are to take up our cross and follow Jesus?
· What does it say at the end of chapter 8 about being ashamed of the gospel?   
2. Lessons to learn on the way to the cross
· Mark 9:1, 2-6, 7-8 – What is Peter’s basic error on the mountaintop?
· Why do you think Jesus might have had to meet with Moses and Elijah?
· Mark 9:9-10 – What part are they confused about? Why?
· Mark 9:11-13 – This is a reference to the last verses of the Old Testament: Malachi 4:5-6
· Who did Jesus teach WAS Elijah to that generation? Matthew 11:11-14
· Mark 9:14-16, 17-18, 19-22, 23-27 – Who is Jesus referring to in verse 19?

· What is the problem with the man’s faith in verse 24?

· Mark 9:28-29 – What is the disciples’ problem?

· Notice they come to Jesus “privately.” Why is that?

· This is ironic considering the next two sets of verses: 
· Mark 9:30-32 – What is Jesus preparing them for? Why are they afraid to ask questions?  

· Mark 9:33-35 – What is the disciples’ problem? Remember what Jesus has already taught them in Mark 8:34-35; this was a recurring issue among the disciples.
· Does this surprise you about the 12 disciples? Then don’t be surprised when you see this phenomenon among disciples and pastors today! 

· Mark 9:36-37 – Jesus wants children to know about Him and to come to Him by faith -- What does this tell you about parents who say things like “I’ll let my children decide for themselves” or “pick their own religion?”
· Real child conversions are more powerful than the conversion of wicked adults
· Mark 9:38-41 – Considering this is “the Gospel for the Gentiles” and in the Gentile world there are so many churches and denominations, what lesson is Jesus teaching here?

· Mark 9:42 – If you think God is going to let people get away with deceiving children or new converts, think again. Be careful what you teach! James 3:1
· Mark 9:43-44, 45-46, 47-48 – Compare to Isaiah 66:24 – What is the lesson here? 

· Mark 9:49-50 – Some see in this an allusion to Purgatory. How do we know that is not true? Hebrews 9:27, Revelation 22:11
· What do you think it means? 1 Corinthians 3:11-15, Matthew 5:13
3. Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 10: The Issues of Life Explained
1. Review. 

· What happens on the mountaintop in Mark 9?

· What was Peter’s basic error on the mountaintop?

· Who did Jesus say was Elijah to His generation?

· In Mark 9, the disciples failed to cast a demon out of a boy to heal him. According to Jesus, why did they fail? What was their basic problem?

· What event was Jesus trying to prepare His disciples for which they failed to grasp?

· What pride issue surfaced among the disciples in Mark 9? 

2. Marriage, Children, Materialism, Ministry and Miracles
· Mark 10:1-4 – What is the real motive behind the Pharisees’ question? Why?
· How does Jesus turn it back on them?
· Mark 10:5-9 – Jesus acts like He was there when Moses first permitted men to write a certificate of divorce!  What does Jesus mean by “hardness of heart?” 

· What would be a better thing to do than hardening your heart because of a spouse’s infidelity? Matthew 6:14-15
· According to verses 6-8, what is the intention of marriage?

· Mark 10:10-12 – The disciples are apparently unclear as to the intention of marriage. What logical conclusion is drawn in verses 10-12 from the lesson in verses 5-9?

· Mark 10:13-16 – What is the mistake of the disciples here? 
· Mark 10:17-19, 20-22 – What commandment did Jesus skip? Exodus 20:17
· This is ironic, why? Note vs. 22 – What is the man’s root issue? Explain your answer.

· Mark 10:23-27 – Does this mean rich people cannot be saved? 1 Timothy 6:10
· What misconception do the disciples have about the rich?  

· Mark 10:28-31 – List the promises here for those who give their all for Christ.

· Mark 10:32-34 – Why are the disciples “amazed?”

· Mark 10:35-37, 38-40, 41-45 – What issue keeps popping up among the disciples?

· How does Jesus challenge James and John with His answers?
· Mark 10:46-48, 49 – Notice the fickle crowd (including the disciples). Why do they tell Bartimaeus to be quiet?

· Mark 10:50-52 – What does the garment represent? 

· If God knows our needs before we ask, why does Jesus ask Bartimaeus what he wants?
· How do we know Bartimaeus had faith? 
3. Questions/Comments?

Pastor Moynihan    The Potter’s House    www.pottershouseoceanside.com   760-477-3901
The Gospel for the Gentiles – Survey in the Gospel of Mark 2016
The Gospel for the Gentiles

Chapter 11: The Triumphal Entry
1. Review. 

· Who wrote the Gospel of Mark? What happened to this writer on the first missionary journey of Paul and Barnabas?  Did he ever recover from that episode? 

· According to Jesus, is divorce ever right? Why is it permitted?

· Jesus felt bad because a man with many possessions would not follow him. Why did this man think he was good with God? How did Jesus dispel that false notion?

· Why did Jesus say it was hard for rich people to enter the Kingdom of Heaven?

· What is the real “money sin” of people? 

· How do we know blind Bartimaeus had faith? 
2. The Authority of King Jesus 
· Mark 11:1-3, 4-6 – Does anything about this story strike you as odd? What? Why?

· Why did Jesus choose this method to enter Jerusalem?  Zechariah 9:9
· Mark 11:7-11 -- Why are people reacting this way? Psalm 118:19-27 -- Do you know what Hosanna (hoshiya na) means?
· Where does He go in Jerusalem, what does He do and why?

· Do you know which gate He would have entered the Temple through during this scene?  Why is this important? Ezekiel 43:1-9, 44:1-2, 46:1-2,12  
· Mark 11:12-14 – If Jesus knows all things then why does He inspect this tree for fruit?
· If it is not the season for figs, why does He expect to find figs? 
· The Fig Tree is used by Jesus to symbolize national Israel prophetically: Matthew 24:32-34
· The Fig Tree is also mentioned in the Garden of Eden. What was its dubious role there?

· Mark 11:15-17, 18-19 – Jesus does this on several different occasions according to the combined witness of all three Gospels – what is His point? Isaiah 56:6-7  Jeremiah 7:11
· What is the Temple failing to do because of these moneychangers?

· Mark 11:20-21, 22-24 – What is the lesson of the fig tree?

· Mark 11:25-26 – What hinders prayer?
· Mark 11:27-28 – What things are they referring to here?

· Mark 11:29-30 – Jesus does it again! How does He respond to their question?

· Notice they never seem to say to Him, “you answer our question first!” Why is that?

· Mark 11:31-33 – Learn from Him: Jesus does not mind NOT answering stupid questions! 

3. Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 12: Confrontational Teaching and Preaching

1. Review. 

· Describe the identity and character of the author of the Gospel of Mark. 

· Describe how Jesus entered Jerusalem on Palm Sunday. What was so odd about his method and the way He acquired His “ride?” Why that method?

· Jesus arrives through the East Gate and visits the Temple at night. What prophet predicted that the Glory of God would arrive in the Temple via the East Gate?

· Jesus passed by a fig tree the next day. Why did He inspect it? What was wrong with it?

· After that, what did Jesus do in the Temple that freaked people out? Why?
· Then He passed by the fig tree again. What was its condition the second time? 

· What lesson was He trying to teach them about the fig tree?
2. Unpopular Messages

· Mark 12:1-3, 4-6, 7-9, 10-12 – Explain this parable: Who do you think the “man” is who planted and owns the vineyard? Who are the servants sent to collect the rent?

· What does the vineyard represent? Who is the man’s son?

· What is this about? Why do you think that?

· How did these people know Jesus was talking about them? Isaiah 5:1-2, 3-4, 6-7
· Mark 12:13-14, 15-17 – What does this tell you about the “Christian” who refuses to pay his taxes? 

· What ELSE belongs to the Lord that Christians sometimes fail to pay?  Malachi 3:8
· Whose image are YOU made in? What does this say about your life?  Romans 12:1-2
· Mark 12:18-23 – What are they trying to do here?
· Mark 12:24 – Jesus’ rebuke is total here: What is the real problem with these Sadducees?

· What modern group of people can we compare them to?

· Mark 12:25-27 – Explain verse 27. 

· Mark 12:28, 29-31, 32-33, 34 – Why are verses 30-31 the “greatest commandments?” Where do these come from? Deuteronomy 10:12, Leviticus 19:17-18
· Discuss the lesson of each of the next three teachings:

· Mark 12:35-37   

· Mark 12:38-40    

· Mark 12:41-44   
· Note that in this chapter, Jesus is warning God’s people that He is not playing games, nor is He fooled by their piety – How should modern Christians respond to these lessons?
3. Questions/Comments?
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Chapter 13: The End of the World as We Know It
1. Review. 

· For whom was the Gospel of Mark written? 

· Describe the parable of the Vineyard. 

· How did the Jews know Jesus was talking about them?
· What did Jesus say about paying taxes? What other lessons did we draw from Jesus’ illustration about the denarius?

· How did Jesus react to the “testing questions” of the Jews?
· What are the two greatest commandments? Why? Where did they come from?

· Why was the poor widow blessed more than the other givers? 
2. Prophetic Teaching

· Mark 13:1-2 – Jewish national pride is reflected in the disciple’s statement; the Jews thought their nation and buildings would last forever because they were a nation under God. Does that sound familiar? Discuss, then read Psalm 49:11-12 
· What effect do you think Jesus’ remark had on them? 
· Mark 13:3-4 – Why do you think it was these four that privately sought more?
· Mark 13:5-10, 11-13 – This portion corresponds with Matthew 24:4-14 with only slight variations. This deals exclusively with the Church age and the tribulations from the time of Jesus’ ascension to the time of the Church’s ascension at the Rapture, how can we tell?
· Mark 13:14 – What is Jesus referring to here? Daniel 9:27, 11:31, 12:11,                                      2 Thessalonians 2:1-4, 8-12
· What future event needs to take place for this prophecy to be fulfilled?                               Revelation 11:1-2
· Mark 13:15-23 – Who are the “elect?”  Isaiah 45:4, Colossians 3:12-13
· Mark 13:24-27 – I wonder what THAT is all about… can you guess?                                         1 Thessalonians 4:16-18, Luke 21:25-28 
· Mark 13:28-31 – What is the fig tree?  Remember that the “fig tree” began to “put forth leaves” in 1948 when what took place? So what “generation” is Jesus referring to?
· Mark 13:32-33, 34-37 – Why all the watches? What is the implied warning?
3. Questions/Comments?
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The Gospel for the Gentiles

Chapter 14: The Last Passover

1. Review. 

· Who is Mark? 

· Mark Chapter 13 is essentially concerned with what topic?

· Name one of the events that must take place before the final return of Jesus Christ.

· Who are the “elect?”

· What does the fig tree represent? How is it used by Jesus in His parable about His Second Coming? 

2. Anointing, Preparation and Passover

· Mark 14:1-2 – This explains why Jesus had to be arrested at night in the Garden of Gethsemane. What did the authorities fear?
· Mark 14:3-5, 6-9 – What city does this take place at? 

· Who is this woman? John 12:3  

· Who is Simon the Leper? Possible clues… Luke 7:36-40   John 12:4-6
· Mark 14:10-11 – Based on John 12:4-6, why might Judas have decided to betray Jesus now?  Note the prophecy: Zechariah 11:12
· Mark 14:12-16 – What does this suggest about Jesus’ movement at this time?

· Mark 14:17-18, 19-21 – Psalm 41:9 then compare to John 13:21-26 – Why might John have more details about this conversation than Mark does in his account?
· Mark 14:22-23, 24-26 – What does this mean in verse 25?  Luke 22:15-16, 
· Mark 14:27-28 – The whole prophecy is found in Zechariah 13:6-7
· Mark 14:29-31 – Jesus’ warning is more graphic in Luke 22:31-33
· How can you know if you have it in you to survive the “persecution test?”

3. Betrayal and Trial

· Mark 14:32-33 – What does “Gethsemane” mean? 

· Why does Jesus pick these three to go with him a little further?
· Mark 14:34-38 – What were they supposed to “watch and pray” about? Why is Jesus so disappointed by them? 

· The “watch and pray” warning here is an apt warning for us concerning what prophetic event?  Mark 13:32-33
· How might “watch and pray” apply to daily Christian living? Ephesians 5:15-18 
· Mark 14:39-42 – Literally it was too late, they slept through the critical time when Jesus needed prayer; Note: Jesus always knew who his betrayer was: John 6:70  
· Mark 14:43-45, 46-50, 51-52 – Any guess who this character is in verses 51-52?
· Mark 14:53-54, 55-59 – Do you know what this council was called? Where exactly is this trial taking place? Do you know anything about the legality of this gathering?

· Mark 14:60-61, 62, 63-65 – Note the prophecy: Isaiah 53:7, 50:5-6 
· Mark 14:66-68, 69-71, 72 -- What is ironic about the serving girl accusing Peter? 
4. Questions/Comments?
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The Gospel for the Gentiles

Chapter 15: The King on the Cross
1. Review. 

· What might have inspired Mark to write a “Gospel for the Gentiles?”

· Why did the authorities want to arrest Jesus in secret? Who led them to Him?
· What does “Gethsemane” mean?

· Why were the disciples told to “watch and pray?”

· What incident in the Garden of Gethsemane leads some scholars to believe Mark was the person in question?

· What was the Sanhedrin? Where did Jesus’ trial take place?

· Who intimidated Peter to first deny that he knew Jesus?
2. Trial, Judgment and Crucifixion 
· Mark 15:1 – Why does the Jewish council turn Jesus over to the Roman governor?

· Mark 15:2-5 – Note verse 3 – why does Jesus keep silent? Isaiah 53:7                             Deuteronomy 19:15
· Mark 15:6-8, 9-10, 11-13, 14-15 – What basic mistake does Pilate make regarding the crowd and Jesus’ innocence? Jesus was crucified in place of Barabbas and on the cross of Barabbas; by extension, who else did Jesus die in substitution for?  1 Peter 2:21-24
· Mark 15:16-20, 21 – Simon the Cyrenian -- Where is Cyrene?  Why does the writer of Mark mention this man’s two sons?
· Mark 15:22-23 – Why didn’t Jesus drink it?
· Mark 15:24, 25-28, 29-32 – Now compare this to the Old Testament Prophecies:

· Psalm 22:18, Isaiah 53:12, Psalm 22:7-8

· Mark 15:33-34 – Why would Jesus say this? Psalm 22:1
· Mark 15:35-39, 40-41 – Why was the veil of the Temple torn?  Exodus 26:31-34

· Why might the Roman Centurion have made this statement? Hint: Psalm 22

· Mark 15:42-43 – Why does the issue in verse 42 matter?  Luke 23:56, John 19:42
· Mark 15:44-45, 46-47 – Compare tomb details with Luke 23:53, John 19:41 
3. Questions/Comments?
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The Gospel for the Gentiles

Chapter 16: The King in His Glory
1. Final Exam. 

· Who is Mark?
· Who is his uncle?  

· Why is this gospel nicknamed the “Gospel for the Gentiles?”

· What might have inspired him to write a “Gospel for the Gentiles?”

· Whose cross was Jesus crucified on?

· What significance does that have for us today spiritually?

· Who carried Jesus’ cross part of the way on the road to the Crucifixion?

· What significance does that have for us today spiritually?

· Where was the tomb in relation to the place of Crucifixion?

· Why the hurry to secure and bury Jesus’ body?

2. Resurrection, Instruction and Ascension
· Mark 16:1-3 – Note who is in this group. Also consider, why are they coming now, AFTER the tomb has been sealed, to anoint Jesus’ dead body?

· Note: What day of the week is this? What is the significance?
   Acts 20:7    1 Corinthians 16:2    Romans 14:5-6
· Note also the time of day: There is a place for sunrise Resurrection Day services in the Christian Church!

· Mark 16:4-5, 6-7, 8 – Note verse 8, what do these women fail to do?

· Mark 16:9-11, 12-13 – There is a pattern here, what is it that is overwhelming their faith?

· The story of the two disciples walking with Jesus is described in more detail in Luke’s Gospel – This is called “the Road to Emmaus” story and is among the most remarkable incidents in the Bible: Luke 24:13-16, 17-18, 19-24, 25-27, 28-31, 32-35 

· Mark 16:14, 15-18 – Note: What is the command?

· The miracle and wonder signs follow what?
· What does that tell you about the belief these signs ceased after the Apostles died and the Bible was published?

· Mark 16:19-20

3. Questions/Comments?
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